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Mock Trial Finals 
Cedrone and Sullivan Please the Court 
By Kevin O'Leary 
On November 18, the District Court of Nita 
convened in Room 315 of BCLS to decide the 
fate of the defendant, James Page of 8 Bon J ovi 
Road, who had been charged with breaking and 
entering the apartment of 69-year-old Leslie 
Plant of 44 Zeppelin Road. Prosecutors De-
borah Post and Brian Connors represented the 
Commonwealth of Nita in the Board of Student 
Advisors' 1990 BCLS Mock Trial Finals. Jeff 
Cedrone and Maurya Sullivan represented the 
defendant, James Page. The two undefeated 
teams of third-year students, having survived 
four preliminary rounds and two playoff round~, 
engaged in a courtroom battle, and when the 
smoke cleared, the defense team of Cedrone and 
Sullivan emerged as the winners (with a very 
happy James Page, as portrayed by 3L Jill Sul-
livan). Cedrone was also voted "Best Advocate" 
of t he final round. 
Chief J udge Francis J. Boyle of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Rhode I sland 
presided over the trial while past members of 
BCLS National Mock Trial teams served as jury 
members of the event. Judge Boyle excluded 
from evidence the chipped screwdriver that was 
found in James Page 's gym bag on the day of 
the alleged break-in. He allowed into evidence 
Page's statement made in a police cruiser on the 
day of the incident. Allegedly, Page had asked 
what was going to happen to him if he was con-
victed of this crime. 
Aside from the affidavit of victim Leslie 
Plant, the prosecution put Ann Halen, the 
neighbor of Plant, on the stand. Halen, expert-
ly played by 3L Becky Simas, testified that she 
had seen Page run past her in a stairway short-
Mock Trial Finalists Jeff Cedrone and Maurya 
Sullivan (back row) and Debbie Post and Brian 
Connors prepare for trial. 
ly after Leslie Plant was robbed. In a dramatic 
moment, t he prosecution asked Halen if she saw 
anyone in the courtroom who resembled the 
man she had seen that day. Halen pointed to 
James Page and said, "That's him." Officer Lee 
Roth testified that he stopped Page a few blocks 
away from the scene of the crime, based on in-
formation that came over his radio. Roth, per-
sonified by IL Doug Sachs, testified he took 
Page back to the scene, where Page was identi-
fied by Plant and Halen as the culprit. 
Earvin Jordan, a classmate of James Page, 
testified for the defense. Portrayed by the hi-
topped Mark Schemmel, Jordan told the jury 
that Page was playing basketball with him at 
Gender Bias Conference 
the t ime of the incident. Page also test ified in 
his defense. 
The prosecution maintained throughout the 
trial that Page had b·een repeatedly identified 
as the person who committed the crime. The 
defense maintained that Page was mistakenly 
identified and prejudiced by the overzealous-
ness of the investigating police officers. 
Thirty-eight teams of third-year law students 
participated in this year's Mock Trial competi-
tion. Each round consisted of opening and clos-
ing statements, as well as direct and cross 
examinations of witnesses. The witnesses were 
pooled from other law students , family mem-
bers , friends or anyone who happened to be 
passing by at the right (or wrong) time. 
When asked what had helped them get to the 
finals, Sullivan said, " It took a great deal of 
preparation and practice." Cedrone said t hat 
some valuable resources he relied upon were 
Mauet 's Trial Techniques, his Trial Practice 
class and the two preparation sessions (run by 
alumni advisor Jay Carney) prior to the start 
of the competition. "One thing that definitely 
helped was our friends and family members who 
saved us from forfeit by agreeing to be our wit-
nesses at the last minute," added Sullivan. 
Sullivan, Cedrone, Post and Connors will now 
represent BCLS at the spring Regional Mock 
Trial Competition, a competition which BCLS 
has won the last nine out of ten years. Two other 
Mock Trial participants will join this year 's 
team. As in past years, the Board of Student 
Advisors ran the competition, in which a great 
deal of time and energy were spent running the 
event by Mock Trial Chairperson Mike Klein 
and faculty advisor Mary Squiers. 
Pat Schroeder Fights Bias . of Congress, Courts 
By Doug Sachs ---------------- -----. has never included a woman m a heart disease 
Patricia Schroeder, the nation's most senior 
congresswoman, said federal laws reflect socie-
ty's biases against women and families . 
Speaking Nov. 17 at the "Gender Bias in the 
Law" conference, Schroeder said despite a sur-
face appearance of gender equality in federal 
codes, the implementation of those rules indi-
cates society's biases. 
"We are now at a point in federal law where 
the law looks OK on its face, but the law is ap-
plied according to the biases of society," she 
said. "I don't want to be the one to break it to 
you, but we still live in a gender-biased society." 
The nine-term Democratic congresswoman 
from Colorado pointed to the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH) as a prime example of sex-
ual bias in the administration of federal laws. 
By federal law, the NIH must use its $9 bil-
lion annual budget for studies on men and worn-
. en, Schroeder said. However, a study by the 
General Accounting Office revealed the NIH 
U.S. Rep. Pat Schroeder (D-Colo.) delivers key-
note speech at Gender Bias in the Law con-
ference. 
study, she said. Heart disease represents the 
No. 1 killer of women, she added. 
The study also found the NIH has included 
no women in aging studies and no women or 
children in its AIDS research, Schroeder said. 
" They don't even use female r ats in NIH 
studies," she quipped, 
The NIH's excuse for the absence of women 
in studies , Schroeder said, was that women are 
"messy." She said NIH researchers told her 
women complicate research because they could 
be pregnant or not pregnant, menopausal or not 
menopausal and in various stages of their men-
strual period. 
Despite its protests, the NIH finally agreed 
to earmark $10 million for contraceptive and in-
fertility research, she said. 
One of just 26 women in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Schroeder said her battles 
with the NIH symbolize the typical gender-bias 
struggles she and hl:)r fellow female Congress 
members face. 
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An A/ledger Christmas 
By Mike Klein '" Uh 'AT· h (i) ft rr· l 
(with apologies, once again, u was e 1. vt9 t De ore .rtna s 
to C. Clement Moore) 
'Twas the night before finals, when all through 
my brain 
Not an idea was stirring- 'twas too much of 
a strain. 
My outlines were piled in no certain order 
In hopes that I'd not regret they were shorter. 
Rejection announcements were pinned to my 
wall 
While visions of waitressing seemed not bad at 
all. 
Perh_aps with a kerchief I might look quite 
torrid 
Wearing skirts is no problem- I've got the legs 
for it. 
When there in the pile I spied a small letter 
I turned up the lights so that I could see better. 
Away for an op'ner my two hands did fumble 
While I wondered if Tigger bounced just like a 
Bumble. 
When, what to my unemployed eyes should 
appear 
But a list of eight partners who all were 
reindeer. 
The name at the bottom was written real quick 
But I knew from the red ink it must be St. Nick. 
I rapidly read this missive from Santa 
Then whistled and shouted and drank some 
Mylanta. 
It seems the recession was hitting his shop 
Causing Kringle to ponder which elves he 
should drop. 
The collective agreement signed by the elf union 
Left it very few causes of action to sue in. 
But a lawyer was needed to check any flaws 
In the contract's fine print- the new "Santa 
clause.'' 
By Mike Klein 
0 COME, ALL YE TWO-L'S 
(to the tune of "O Come, All Ye Faithful") 
0 come, all ye 2L's 
Nervous and so nauseous 
0 come ye, o come ye 
To job mayhem. 
Come and beseech them: 
Firms that ding so readily. 
The goal is not to bore them 
Grab lL's-try to warn them 
0 don't you just abhor them: 
Interviews. 
St. Nick had traditional management rights 
He could fire for lateness and starting elf fights. 
But now termination could solely be based 
On a helper not having the requisite waist. 
Santa wrote in his letter, "I need your help, 
Mike 
"The union is threat'ning a Christmas Eve 
strike. 
"So Mike, despite your GPA, 
"Won't you join my firm today?" 
I put the note down and pondered the offer: 
Was this contract valid without gold or myrrh? 
But absent inducement or any mistake 
This Christmas bonus seemed far from a fake. 
I packed up rriy bags and started my journey 
To be Santa's own private in-house attorney. 
On the way to the Pole, I brushed up on the law 
That I figured would save Christmas day for us 
all. 
Now impasse! Now good faith! Now 
representation! 
On, grievance! On boycott! On equal protection! 
There were rooms at the Inn so there was no 
danger 
Of conducting our meeting out in some small 
manger. 
The elves said they'd keep making small trucks 
just like Tonka 
In exchange for time off at each Hanukkah. 
The agreement was signed to each side's delight 
Then Santa and I got the sleigh for our flight. 
From the law firm of Rudolph, Santa & Klein 
Merry Christmas to all- may your tests go just 
fine. 
HARK! 
THE NALP FORMS ON THE SHELF 
(to the tune of 
"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing") 
Hark! the NALP forms on the shelf 
All read slowly to yourself. 
"Peaceful firm and hours mild 
Job and home life reconciled." 
Hopeful, we wear paisley'd ties 
Rounding up our grade point's size 
Tell the truth, we do not dare, 
"Yes, my cou~ins all live there." 
Hark! the NALP forms on the shelf 
Why'd I do this to myself? 
THE TWELVE DAYS 
OF CALLBACKS 
(to the tune of 
"The Twelve Days of Christmas") 
On the first day of callbacks, my law firms gave to me 
Receptions with zinfandel and brie. 
On the second day of callbacks, my law firms gave to me 
Two shoulder shrugs 
And receptions with zinfandel and brie. 
On the third day of callbacks, my law firms gave to me 
Three Cross pens 
Two shoulder shrugs 
And receptions with zinfandel and brie. 
On the fourth day of callbacks, my law firms gave to me 
Four calling cards 
Three Cross pens 
Two shoulder shrugs 
And receptions with zinfandel and brie. 
On the fifth day of callbacks, my law firms gave to me 
Five gold dings! 
Four calling cards 
Three Cross pens 
Two shoulder shrugs 
And receptions with zinfandel and brie .. 
On the twelfth day of callbacks, my law firms gave to me 
Twelve classmates bumming 
Eleven partners hyping 
Ten 2L's weeping 
Nine songs and d_ancing 
Eighteen hundred hours billing 
Seven heads a-swimming 
Six days a-lunching 
Five gold dings! 
Four calling cards 
Three Cross pens 
Two shoulder shrugs 
And receptions with zinfandel and brie. 
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National Moot Court Team Kicks BU tt 
By Mike Klein 
From the fictitious state of Grimes to the Big 
Apple, the members of the National Moot Court 
team have been leaving their mark of success. 
The team triumphed over Boston University in 
the finals of the New England regional compe-
tition November 14-16 and is headed to New 
York for the national finals in February. 
BCLS's national team consists of 3L's Lisa 
Harris, Calvin Jones, Peter Tester, and Gina 
Witalec. They were chosen for the team based 
on their performance in the BCLS Grimes com-
petition last winter and were coached by Profes-
sor Peter Donovan and Tom Carey. 
Coaching takes the form of "benching," dur-
ing which the team is peppered with questions 
during appellate arguments. This year's argu-
ments for the regional focused on a fourth 
amendment issue (whether police may test 
someone for AIDS when that person has as-
saulted a police officer and transferred bodily 
fluids by biting or spitting) and a first amend-
ment issue (whether pan handling at an airport 
is protected speech). 
Hanes or Jockey? 
The team received the regional problem dur-
ing the first week of September and started 
writing a brief for the government's side. While 
Witalec, Jones and Tester concentr:ated on the 
brief, Harris wrote a bench memo· summarizing 
the major points to be made by both parties. 
Lack of 24-hour computer access and 
Witalec's red pen hindered swift completion of 
the brief, which was scored by attorneys in 
Boston. The brief score made up 40 percent of 
the team's overall score in each of their ar-
guments. 
The other 60 percent· of the score in each ar-
gument was based on the team's oral advocacy 
skills, developed during the five weeks before 
the competition. Former members of BCLS na-
1990-1991 National Moot Court Team: from left, Peter Tester, Lisa Harris, Gina 
Witalec, and Calvin Jones. 
tional team~ helped bench this year's crew for 
four hours a night, four to five nights a week. 
Tester and Harris concentrated on the first 
amendment issue, and Jones and Witalec took 
over the fourth amendment issue. 
Tester Named Best Speaker 
The preparation paid off with a sweep of five 
matches in the regional over Albany, Wes tern 
New England, the University of Connecticut 
(quarterfinals), New England (semifinals), and 
BU (finals). Held in Boston's federal courthouse, 
the arguments took place before panels of three 
judges. Tester was named Best Speaker, adding 
to BCLS's proud moot court history of advanc-
ing to the national finals nine of the past ten 
years. The top two teams from New England 
compete in the finals against representativ~s 
from 13 other regions. 
"It's great experience," Tester said. "You 
don't get enough chances in law school to ar-
gue in front of judges." {<:mes agree. "Moot 
court is an intellectual exercise, but it's also a 
chance to get up in front of people, to get your 
heart going and to be a showman.'' 
The team also enjoyed the free food and beer 
at each round. "We were always the last to 
leave," Jones said. 
BCLS also has a National Administrative 
Law Moot Court team, a Jessup International 
Law Moot Court team, and a Frederick 
Douglass Moot Court team. Participation in the 
Grimes competition is a prerequisite to possi-
ble selection to one of these teams. Students in-
terested in watching the National Moot Court 
team bench in January for the nationals should 




Study with Pieper ... and pass. 
'-~~ ... -.. , 
PIEPER NEW YORK-MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD. 
90 Willis Ave., Mineola, New York 11501 (516) 747-4311 
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· Gender Bias Conference: · 
-- - -- ~~ ~ - - --- -- . - ·- ~-•-'- - - - -- ~ --- - - ~ - --· ----
An Idea Whose Time Had Come 
By Mike Klein 
The conference on Gender Bias in the Law 
proved that some good ideas can come out of 
your first your oflaw school. 
Maryann Civitello and Maureen Manuel, 
both 3L's, thought of the idea for a conference 
in April 1989, the end of their first year at 
BCLS. At that time, the legal community was 
anticipating the findings of the Supreme 
Judicial Court's Gender Bias Study 
Committee, which was commissioned to 
determine the extent, nature, and 
consequences of gender bias in the judiciary 
and to make recommendations to improve the 
situation. 
Dean Coquillette offered financial support 
for the conference, and talk heated up after 
the Gender Bias Study Committee released its 
report on June 22, 1989. In September 1989, 
Civitello and Manuel began having weekly 
meetings with Dean DiLuna and Renee 
Landers, a member of the committee. 
"Our goal was to have a conference that 
would educate the legal community and our 
own students," Civitello said. Housing the 
conference at BCLS was also important. "We 
wanted to make the conference into 
something for the whole school, so we wanted 
to get speakers of national importance," 
Manuel said. 
Ma Bell and the U.S. Mail 
A simple letter w~s the first step in getting 
the most prominent speaker, U.S. Rep. Pat 
Schroeder. After two judges from the D.C. 
Circuit could not accept offers to appear at the 
conference, Manuel wrote a letter to 
PILF Week 
Schroeder. A few phone calls later and a 
ple_dge of extra financial support from the 
BCLS administration ensured Schroeder's 
appearance as the keynote speaker. Manuel 
said, "She turned out to be the best choice." 
Civitello added, "She was vivacious and 
enthusiastic-- she won the audience over." 
"Some people have said I should be 
getting [academic] credit for this,· 
but the school could never give me what 
I got from the conference." 
-Maureen Manuel 
More phone work solidified the balance of 
the conference. Members of the Women's Law 
Center served as panel coordinators and 
contacted pot~ntial panelists throughout the 
s:ummer. The subjects of the panels were 
based on the areas studied by the SJC's 
committee, which included domestic violence 
and sexual assault, criminal and juvenile 
justice, civil damage awards, and gender bias 
in courthouse interactions .. 
"We tried to match the interests of the 
coordinators with the subjects of the panels," 
Manuel said. "It was a bonus for them to meet 
people in their field of interest and to develop 
those interests." Over 30 members of the 
Women's Law Center volunteered in some 
capacity for the conference. 
Taking Attendance 
About 280 people attended the conference, 
half of whom were students from such law 
schools as Boston University, Harvard, the 
Piqued Interest in the Public Interest -
By Mike Klein 
Awareness of the importance and impact of 
public interest law was the theme of PILF (Pub-
lic Interest Law Foundation) Week November 
3-9, during which students could both hear and 
experience for themselves the benefits of pub-
lic interest law. 
Hands-on activities kicked off the week dur-
ing the "Public Service Day" on November 3. 
Organized largely by lL's Sue Walls and Tricia 
Sheehan, the activities included sorting food at 
the Boston Food Bank, painting classrooms at 
a day care center in Somerville, and cleaning 
carpets at the Cardinal Madeiros shelter for the 
homeless. 
Walls, one of the five students helping at 
Cardinal Madeiros, described the impact that 
a simple show of help can have. "When we first 
got there, people were afraid of us and walked 
right by. But later on, they looked at us and 
would wave 'hello,"' she said. 
Judge Roderick Ireland, who delivered the 
keynote speech for the week on November 5, 
described how a lifelong commitment to the dis-
advantaged could be fulfilling and influencial. 
Ireland was appointed to the Massachusetts 
Court of Appeals after 13 years on the bench 
of the Boston Juvenile Court. As an attorney, 
he worked with such groups as the Harlem As-
sertion of Rights and the Roxbury Defenders 
Committee. 
A number of law reform suits filed by the 
Roxbury Defenders Committee reached the ap-
pellate level and "permanently changed the 
practice of law in Massachusetts," Ireland said. 
Britt v. Commonwealth established rules on 
transcripts, and Myers v. Commonwealth and 
Corey v. Commonwealth established standards 
for probable cause hearings. 
Stressing the practical value of public interest 
work, Ireland:said that if he had entered the pri-
vate sector, "I wouldn't have had the hands-on 
experience dealing with clients who really and 
truly needed my assistance." 
Aside from a career stepping stone, public in-
terest work allows a lawyer to "make a real 
difference," Ireland said. "Now, more than ever, 
we need commitment and investment from our 
young people. Don't follow the crowd. Make a 
path of your own for others to follow." 
Summer Stipend Recipients 
Through pledge drives, PILF raises funds 
each spring for summer stipends that allow 
"Now, more than ever, we need 
- commitment and investment from our 
young people. Don't follow the crowd." 
-Judge Roderick Ireland 
public-interest-minded students to follow their 
own paths. Last summer, PILF awarded 22 sti-
pends ranging from $100 to $1700. 
During a "brown bag lunch" discussion 
November 6, five of the stipend recipients 
described the opportunities afforded by the sti-
pends. Three-L Ann Kline worked for the Coun-
cil of New York Law Associates, concentrating 
in not-for-profit corporate law. Dave Bor-
sykowsky, also a 3L, spent the summer with the 
Massachusetts Public Defenders office. Paul 
Kelly, a 2L, experienced _life from the prosecu-
tor's side with the Miami District Attorney's 
office. 
Two 2L 's fashioned their own jobs with the 
support of stipends. Melissa Werger traveled to 
Argentina to work with prosecutors who were 
preparing for a case again~t former government 
officials. Controversy and political pressure 
scuttled the case, but Werger was able to lay 
the groundwork for students who would like to 
work in that area. ' 
Closer to the Commonwealth, Rhona Silver-
bush created a position with Women Support 
Services on Martha's Vineyard. Working with 
victims of domestic violence, Silverbush helped 
obtain and enforce temporary retraining orders. 
She also utilized her acting background to 
produce videotapes that help counsel women in 
crisis situations. · 
PILF will renew its pledge drive in the spring 
for summer stipend funding. Also in the spring, 
PILF will sponsor a panel on public interest 
careers and present its annual award to some-
one who has dedicated their career to public 
service. Past recipients include Ralph Nader, 
Arthur Kinoy, and Mel King. 
University of Connecticut and Northeastern. 
The state of Kentucky sent representatives to 
prepare for their own gender bias study, and 
government employees and professional 
attorneys were also present. 
Registration fees helped cover the costs of 
the conference, which were approximately 
$17,000. Contributions from BCLS, Boston 
College, the BCLS Alumni Association, and 
the BCLS Alumnae Committee helped make· 
the conference possible. The efforts of Cathy 
Dernoncourt, the director of Alumni 
· Relations, also eased the burden of the 
organizers. 
Feelin' Groovy 
The burdens of 18 months of planning have 
been forgotten, leaving only positive images 
for Manuel and Civitello:" Some people have 
said I should be getting [academic] credit for 
this, but the school could never give me what I 
got from the conference," Manuel said. "With 
300 people there, no one had to apologize for • 
their feelings or their views." Civitello added, 
"We brought together good people to exchange 
good ideas." 
Pat Schroeder Visits BCLS 
(continued from page 1) 
Schroeder directs much of her efforts to fight · 
gender bias through the Congressional Caucus 
for Women's Issues, a bi-partisan group of 150 
representatives committ1gd to advancing wom-
en's legislation in Congress. Schroeder co-heads 
the caucus. 
Never Assume 
In order to change the pattern of gender bias 
in the implementation of federal laws, society 
must change many of its underlying assump-
tions, she said. 
"We're working hard to change those," 
Schroeder said, "but you run into attitudes you 
wouldn't believe." 
In addition to the way federal agencies apply 
the laws, Scroeder finds gender bias in the 
courts. Judges use their interpretation of fami-
ly law, rape raw, child custody law and domes-
tic violence law to maintain unequal gender 
division in society, she sa,iq. . 
The best way for people · to help reverse the 
tide of gender bias in the federal government 
is to monitor their congressional members' vot-
ing records, she said. She also encouraged mem-
bers of the audience to take a more active role 
in politics. 
"I hope you get into politics," she said. "I 
hope you get into public service. I hope you get 
onto the bench. Because we can't do it with just 
26 of us." 
When asked by an audience member if she 
planned to renew her hopes for a presidential 
campaign, Schroeder pointed to the problem of 
funding. Her average campaign contribution, 
she said, is $40. 
"Fatcats won't fund women," she said. 
"Whether America is ready to open that final 
treehouse- the White House- I don 't know." 
In addition to Schroeder's keynote address, 
' this year's Gender Bias in the Law conference 
featured panels on women in legal education, 
women in the criminal justice system, gender 
bias in domestic relations and legislatng against 
gender bias. · 
Other panel discussions covered women in 
mediation, women in the practice of law, sources 
of gender bias, special problems facing female 
minors, women in domestic violence and what 
men can do about gender bias. 
Lynn Hecht Schafran, director of the Nation-
al Judicial Education Program to Promote 
Equality for Women and Men in the Courts deli-
vered the conference's opening remarks. Also, 
Dean Lisa DiLuna and Prof. Renee Landers 
presented awards to the Hon. John M. Greaney 
and the Hon. Ruth I. Abrams, co-chairs of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Gender 
Bias Study. 
The Boston College Law School Women's 
Law Center, the Women's Alumnae Committee 
and the Boston College Law School Alumni As-
sociation presented the day-long event. 
Page 5/The Alledger/December 7, 1990 
U.S. Denies Entry to Salvadoran Lawyer Invited to BCLS 
By Richard Peck 
On November 7, members of the BCLS 
community gathered in Room 401 to hear a 
talk entitled "Human Rights in El Salvador: 
The Impact of the Jesuit Murders One Year 
Later." The talk was to be given by 
Salvadoran attorney Jorge Enrique Urbina 
Martinez, a leading human rights activist in 
his home country. Urbina, however, w~s not 
in Room 401. As a matter of fact, he was not 
in the United States at all. He had not been 
permitted to enter this country. 
Urbina is the legal coordinator of the 
Human Rights Department of the Lutheran 
Church, a two-year-old organization of 
Salvadoran attorneys working mostly on a 
volunteer basis. Prior to joining that 
organization, Urbina worked with the non-
governmental Human Rights Commission of 
El Salvador (CDHES). He has also worked 
with Salvadoran refugees in both Mexico and 
the U.S. He is currently the Executive 
Director of the Institute for Legal Studies of 
El Salvador, which advocates reform of the 
Salvadoran legal and judicial systems. 
Urbina was scheduled to be in Boston from 
November 7-10 for the first part of a national 
tour sponsored in part oy the Lawyers' Coali-
tion for Peace in Central America and the Cen-
tral American Task Force of the National 
Lawyer's Guild. His talk at BCLS, though open 
to the whole school, was to be part of Professor 
Dan Kanstroom's Immigration Law class. 
Advisory Decision 
Two attorneys from the Lawyers' Coalition 
for Peace in Central America, Susan Akram 
and Rhonda Berkower, explainedUrbina's 
absence to the audience. According to them, 
Urbina applied for a non-immigrant tourist 
visa, which he had obtained without a 
problem for two previous U.S. visits. This 
time, however, the U.S. consul in San 
Salvador put Urbina's request on a waiver 





Akram and Berkower contacted the State 
Department and were told that a decision on 
Urbina's request was being delayed so that 
certain investigations could be carried out. As 
far as the attorneys could determine, these 
investigations were being conducted by 
several different government agencies, 
including the State Department itself. By the 
time the date of the scheduled tour came 
around, investigations were not' yet complete, 
and it was not known when a decision would 
be reached. Akram and Berkower were told 
that since it was unlikely any decision would 
be reached until well after the dates for the 
scheduled tour, it was not worth their while to 
pursue the matter any further. 
The attorneys, however, did choose to 
pursue the matter further. They attempted to 
·elicit from the State Department an indication 
of possible grounds that could be cited to deny 
Urbina a visa. Although the response was 
apparently vague, there was an indication 
that such a decision might be based on 
212(a)(28)(F) of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Act. Subsection 28(F) states 
that among classes of aliens who are -
ineligible to maintain visas are those who 
advocate the overthrow by force of the 
government of the U.S., the unlawful 
assaulting or killing of any officer of any 
government, damage to or destruction of 
property, or acts of sabotage. 
Justice Delayed 
According to Gail Pendleton, coordinator of 
the National Immigration Project of the · 
National Lawyers' Guild, there is nothing in 
Urbina's known record of activities which 
would place him in any category described in 
Section 28(F). If he is denied a visa on 28(F) 
grounds, there is a likelihood that such a 
decision may be found to be illee-al. In 
Brandenberg v. Ohio (395 U.S. 444 (1969)) 
the Supreme Court held that mere advocacy 
of violence is protected speech under the first 
and fourteenth amendments. Furthermore, 
section 128 of the State Department 
Authorization Act of 1990 prohibits the denial 
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of entry to an alie~ based on an expression of 
. belief which would be protected under the 
first amendment if made by a U.S. citizen. 
The State Department can, however, delay 
such decisions indefinitely, thereby effectively 
stymieing any legal action. 
There is speculation that the State 
Department's actions may have something to. 
do with the military government of El 
Salvador's recent crackdown on human rights 
organizations. According to Akram and 
Berkower, the Human Rights Division of the 
Lutheran Church has been forced to close 
many of its offices. The Lawyers Exchange for 
Justice in El Salvador, a group from the U.S. 
which does work with CDHES, has recently 
faced stern opposition from the Salvadoran 
government. Members of the group have been 
denied entry to prisons and denied 
opportunities to met with ·prosecutors of 
political cases. 
In Kleindeist v. Mandel (408 U.S. 753 
(1973)), the Court stated that the denial of the 
chance to hear and receive ideas from one 
with whom an American citizen chooses to 
· speak, is a violation of that citizen's first 
amendment rights. The U.S; gives millions of 
tax dollars to the government of ~l Salvador, 
yet allegations of human rights abuses of the 
people continue. 
According to members of the Lawyers' 
Exchange for Justice in El Salvador, 98 
percent of those -arrested on political charges 
are tortured. There is no independent 
judiciary in El Salvador. Ninety-eight to 99 
percent of refugees applying for asylum to the 
U.S. in order to flee the terror are denied. 
Fourteen Salvadorans along with a number of 
Guatemalans were denied visas to the U.S. to 
attend a conference on human rights earlier 
this year. Why? Why have the perpetrators of 
the murder a year ago of six Jesuit priests, 
their cook, and her daughter, not yet been 
brought to trial? 
Do the American people have a right to 
know the answers to these questions? The 
answer heard in Room 401 was a clear and 
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Point/Counter Point: 
Let's Limit the Number of Terms to Congress 
By Dan Driscoll 
There is a new movem~nt sweeping the polit-
ical scene whose time has· come: mandatory 
term limits for legislators. 
Through the use of ballot referenda, Oklaho-
ma and California voters recently approved 
mandatory term limits for state legislators. 
Colorado went one step further. There, voters 
approved overwhelmingly to limit both state 
and federal congressional terms to a maximum 
of twelve years. 
Hooray for Colorado! Hooray for the reform-
ers! Their battle is not yet over, because a coa-
lition of status-quo political hacks has 
announced its intention to challenge the con-
stitutionality of the measure. The purpose of 
this article is not to argue for or against the con-
stitutionality of the reform; rather, my purpose 
is to show that term limits are a good thing, and 
whether they need pnly voter referendum ap-
proval or a full-blown constitutional amend-
ment, they should be imposed. 
PAC Men 
- The reason that term limits are good is sim-
ply that they are a step toward fairness in a 
manifestly unfair game. Incumbents, both 
Democratic and Republican, have employed a 
variety of means to entrench them·selves in 
office. For instance, incumbents send out reams 
of campaign literature disguised as information-
al brochures, and it's all funded by you and me. 
They have access to the great bulk of PAC 
money and spend it freely to campaign against 
challengers while they vote for restrictions on 
individual giving, thereby thwarting any real 
chance a challenger of modest means may have 
to win the race. They have gerrymandered dis-
trict boundaries in a shameless way in many 
states, including Massachusetts, but especial-
ly in California, in order to insure future politi-
cal success. · 
The incumbents' game works. An elected 
member of Congress practically has life tenure. 
Common Cause recently observed that of this 
year's 405 House incumbents seeking reelec-
tion, 80 were unopposed and 300 other had op-
ponents who had raised under $25,000. 
Incumbents routinely win 98 percent of their 
races. , 
Once you're in, you're in for good. And you 
lose touch. And you vote yourself a nice pen-
sion. And you do a few favors for your consti-
tuents. And you have a growing list of friends. 
And favors. And you become immersed in the 
world of politics, a world very different from the 
one in which most of us live. 
The evidence is as clear as it is convincing. 
In order to change the deck from being stacked 
in favor of incumbents 98 percent to 2 percent, 
some sort of ins ti tu tional change is needed. 
Term limits just could be the right change. 
Term limits would fix the ills of our en-
trenched political establishment, just as 
primary elections fixed the ills of the party boss 
system of a generation ago. The most important 
change would be to remind legislators that they 
are public servants rather than recipients of 
government largesse. As Colorado State Sena-
tor Terry Considine, who supported the recent 
referendum, said, "Politicians have begun to 
look at government as a source of a well-paid 
job which is even more generously rewarded by 
the euphoria of power. People don't like it. We 
need to redefine public service a part of a broad-
er life." 
By George 
Senator Considine is right. President 
Washington knew the dangers of an entrenched 
government and set the example for us to fol-
low. He limited himself to two terms, although 
he had overwhelming popular support for his 
reelection to a third term. Unfortunately, all 
public servants are not so great. Like cheap 
vaudeville players, today's politicians must be 
yanked off stage by the "hook" for the audience 
to see a new show. Term limits are that hook. 
Term limits would entice a broad range of 
citizen-candidates to try for a term in the legis-
lature. Each one would know that there would 
be private life after public life. A stint in the 
legislature would be a great thing to have on 
a resume if such service were regarded as a 
respectable endeavor. In turn, citizen-legislators 
who know they would soon have to live under 
the rules that they had helped to create during 
their term in office may actually legislate 
responsibly, thus creating that aura of legisla-
tive respectibility which attracts good can-
didates. 
Therefore, Colorado-style term limits are the 
key to the creation of a self-sustaining cycle of 
better government, run by better people. 
We All Scream for Ice Cream 
Certainly, voters always have the option to 
oust their incumbents at election time, and man-
datory term limits do nothing more than to re-
move the option entirely. How could I advocate 
a removal of options? The answer is simple. 
Think of the dieter's dilemma. The dieter knows 
that ice cream is bad for his long-term health. 
Yet he admits that if he stuffs his refrigerator 
with ice cream he will eventually break down 
and eat it. He knows that reaching for the ice 
cream is a familiar and comfortable motion, and 
its lure is that it feels good in the short term. 
He wants to do the right thing. So what does 
he do? He removes the option from himself. He 
removes all ice cream from his house. No mo-
ment of weakness will destroy his future, be-
cause he has used his good sense to protect him 
from -kimself. 
Similarly, voters need to plan ahead to pro-
vide for their long-term health. Once inside tlie 
voting booth, voters know that they will vote 
for the old, familiar name rather than taking a 
chance on a new one, even though they know 
that in the long run, they aren't doing them-
selves any favors. 
Colorado shows 'us that given the choice, they 
will vote for an incumbent, just like voters 
everywhere. In the last election cycle, Congress-
woman Pat Schroeder won by an overwhelming 
See "Driscoll," page 7 
Let's Reform· Campaign Financing Instead 
By Mark Robins 
Wrong. There is no doubt about the "term-
limitation" fever sweeping the country. People 
are fed up with state and local politics. Limit-
ing the terms of office for members of Congress 
is the only solution under serious discussion. 
Limiting terms has seductive charm. It is easy 
to understand. It is appealing to those who are 
too lazy to vote the politicifills they dislike out 
of office (providing good reason to worry about 
whether this gimmick will cure what ails the 
country). Republicans have favored the idea for 
some time as a way\to gain control of Congress. 
Even many Democrats like the idea as a way 
to infuse some new blood into their system and 
reinvigorate the party. Very few, on the other 
hand, seem concerned with term-limitation's 
anti-democratic nature and with its likely side 
effects. 
One of the primary side effects of limiting con-
gressional terms of office will surely be a rise 
in the power of administrative bureaucrats and 
of members of the congressional staff. Even 
with the current system of lengthy tenures in 
office, few members of Congress can decipher 
the complex terms of all of the regulatons which 
they oversee. Administrative agencies and lob-
byists possess a vast advantage in the legisla-
tive process from their ability to concentrate on 
a narrow range of issues. Members of Congress 
compensate by learning a few issues well and 
deferring to their staff on others. The staff has 
the necessary resources and institutional focus 
to interact with the bureaucracy at a function-
al level of competence. Limiting the terms of 
members of Congress will only decrease their 
ability to master the complex regulatory 
process that takes years to evolve. Any institu-
tional memory among the elected officals will 
disappear. 
Governance by unelected bureaucrats and 
staff, however, hardly seems to be in keeping 
with the "empowerment" objective behind 
term-limitations (to borrow the current vogue 
conservative hyperbole). I think most Ameri-
cans would argue that these big-government 
types already exercise too much power. This 
problem is particularly frightening with regard 
to foreign affairs and national security issues. 
Do we want the influence of unelected and 
unknown officials infiltrating these decisions 
any more than it already does? The military-
industrial complex can fend for itself without 
this extra boon (funny how we managed to get 
into a war just in time to avert the peace divi-
dend from the end of the Cold War). Personal-
ly, I would rather relegate the important 
decisions in -these areas to a Sam Nunn or a 
· Richard Lugar than to some unknown factor. 
Congress Tipping 
This point naturally leads to the objections 
that Congress has grown too powerful with 
regard to national security and most other is-
sues. Even if the balance has tipped a bit too 
much towards Congress, I think we would seri-
ously regret the enormous accretion of power 
to the executive branch that would come with 
term-limitations. Any shift in power to the Con-
gress in the past 20 years-perceived or 
otherwise- took place as a reaction to the hor-
rifying show of executive power by the John-
son and Nixon administrations. With the 
availability of modern technology and a global 
military machine, we can ill-afford to have a 
president capable of making those mistakes 
again. Indeed, current polls show that most 
Americans favor_ a debate in Congress before 
any escalation of the military involvement in 
Saudi Arabia. 
Another probable side effect of limiting the 
terms of members of Congress may be exacer-
bation of what most people see as the major 
problem with Congress: the influence of special 
interest money. According to Walter Dean 
Burnham of the University of Texas, these con-
tributions run three-to-five times higher than 
average in elections for open seats than for 
those elections with incumbents participating. 
Limiting terms, of course, will automatically in-
crease the number of contests for open seats. 
As the savings and loan crisis and "Keating 
Five" hearings have made the country take a 
hard look at the role of this money, we may well 
ask why we want to implement a reform that 
will increase that role. 
Finance Reform 
If the role of special interest money in the cur-
rent congressional structure for incentives is 
what has people upset, maybe that role is what 
any reform ought to address. Polls that show 
people are unhappy with Congress, but not with 
their particular representatives or senators, 
might support this analysis. If there really is 
an intractable problem with the current system 
of incentives for members of Congress (and I do 
not think there is any clear indication yet), 
. reforming the finance and conduct of campaigns 
would probably be the best solution. We are, af-
ter all, the only Western democracy that does 
not have public financing of national govern-
mental elections. 
A program of public financing might be com-
bined with free time for advertising on televi-
sion. The allure of the resulting decrease in 
pressure to raise funds might be a sufficient in-
centive to add some requirements for participat-
ing in the program. For instance, television 
commercials could feature only the candidate 
and there could be a truth-in-content require-
ment for the commercials. The resulting 
decrease in contributions from special interest 
groups, the rise in the level of public debate and 
the facilitation of spending a greater percentage 
of congressional time on legislative, instead of 
fund-raising, matters could have many benefi-
cial effects. 
Sweet 16 
It is far from clear, however, that tinkering 
with the system in any form is needed. Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr_., wrote that political cycles 
change about every 16 years, and our history 
bears out this observation. Given that we are 
fairly late into the current political cycle, it is 
not surprising that people want change. Tinker-
ing with the system, however, is not the same 
as waiting until the electorate is so galvanized 
that they make the extra effort to "throw the 
See "Robins," page 7 
''Fabu'' Food for the Frugal: 
Indian and Mexican Delights 
By Erin Higgins, Mike Callan and Robin Boult 
OH, CALCUTT A, Mass. Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge. 
Among the slew of Indian restaurants in Cen-
tral Square, this one really stands out. On a re-
cent Saturday night, eight of us trooped in with 
our brown-bagged case of beer. Although we 
had to drink our beer out of water glasses, the 
BYOB policy makes this meal frugal as well as 
fabu. Our recommendation: if you have a big 
group, let the nice Indian waiter-"do" your din-
ner (but ask to skip the desserts: Indian deserts 
are downright nasty). Everything else that the 
waiter brought to us was delicious- we tried 
several appetizers, three types of bread (poori, 
naan, and a stuffed bread), and four or five en-
trees. We told the waiter we liked spicy hot 
food, and we were not disappointed. One fabu 
extra: a sympathetic explanation from a neigh-
boring table of the Sikhs' struggle in northern 
India. You don't get that kind of conversation 
at Buff's Pub. 
THE RENDEZVOUS, Moody Street, Waltham. 
For some reason, this restaurant with a 
slightly suggestive French name is actually a 
purveyor of unusual Mexican fare. It is well 
worth the trip to the suburbs. 
Don't allow the decor or the truck-stop-style 
service deter you. Although our waitress didn't 
say a word about her barking dogs, she did con-
tinually . refer to members of our party as 
Driscoll's Point 
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majority. This was the same election in which 
term limits were imposed by an equally over-
whelming majority. The irony is that if those 
term limits were in place today, Congresswom-
an Schroederr would have been prevented from 
being reelected. Colorado · voters aren 't 
schizophrenic. They simply illustrate that, like -
the rest of us, they need to keep the ice cream 
well away from them if they are going to stiGk 
to their diets. 
Messy Jesse 
Of course, term limits would mean that some 
good candidates whom we think still deserve 
our support would not be able to run. That is 
an unfortunate consequence of the proposal; 
however, the notion t hat we can't find another 
equally suited and able candidate from the 
ranks of our citizenry is elitist and just plain 
wrong. Good people are everywhere. For in- · 
stance, I 'd be perfectly thrilled to see one of my 
law school classmates go for a stint in the legis-
lature, and I have every confidence that any one 
of them would be a better representative of the 
people than an old. pack such as, oh, Senator 
Helms, for instance. 
It's important to keep clear the correct issue 
here. This is not a separation of powers issue. 
This is not a part isan political issue. This is sim-
'ply an issue of fairness. Fairness to political out-
siders, to the democrat ic process, and to 
taxpaying citizens. I am making a call to sup-
port a modest attempt to fix a stacked deck. 
So who in blazes would oppose such a populist 
movement? Democrats and Republicans alike 
are joining ranks on this one. A recent Gallup 
poll showed that over 70 percent of citizens 
from either political party support term limits, 
and the same poll showed that over 80 percent 
of small business owners suppport term limits. 
Small business owners probably know best 
what it feels like t o be political outsiders living 
at the whim of an unresponsive legislature. And 
over 80 percent agree: throw the bums out and 
get some new blood in there! Rational, intelli-
gent men and women from all over the political 
spectrum who have shared their views with me 
feel that t he system is flawed and that term 
limits would be a real improvement . Surely no 
prudent person free from political ties could op-
pose the notion that congressional term limits 
are a good idea whose time has come. Right? 
"honey," and she didn 't hesitate to explain that 
she would have nothing to do with eating this 
food. The latter is a strong recommendation, as 
truck stop waitresses are not renowned for their 
appreciation of exotic foreign cuisines. 
The food ranges from cheap to moderately 
cheap, but the portions are somewhat small. 
Our waitress held in particular contempt the ap-
petizer of chicken livers covered in tomato 
sauce. While a certain member of our party also 
found the thought of such a dish to be revolt-
ing, the rest of us were completely won over by 
the tender morsels as well as their exotic sauce. ~ 
When our entrees arrived, we realized that in-
credible sauces are this restaurant's mainstay. 
The more unusual its description, the better it 
is likely to be. Out party expressed fervent ad-
miration for both the sauce containing the bit-
ter sauce and that made of the green chili 
pepper. In fact, as we examined our surround-
ings (chinzy at best), we began to speculate that 
the chef had been kidnapped from a fine Acapul-
co dining establishment, chained to the wall, 
and forced to create ·numerous unmentionable 
treats. 
As a final treat, one should order an after-
dinner beer (Mexican brands available), sit back 
and enjoy the musical stylings of the world-
renowned cover band, Richie and the Stars. 
They are truly as fabu as Erasure, according to _ 
3L Jayson Jarushewsky. Or, if you prefer, flee 
for your musical life before they begin at 11 :00. 
Robins' C_ounterpoint 
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rascals out." Only when this extreme galvani-
zation occurs, does the country really support 
change. 
Fudgy the Whale for Congress 
As long as people support their particular 
representatives and senators in··congress, the 
people should be able to elect them. That is 
democracy. We only get what we choose, and 
w,:e deserve what we get. I find that all this talk 
about limiting the power of voters in order to 
assist them to make the best decisions sounds 
surprisingly like the kind of anti-democratic 
paternalism over which conservatives frequent-
ly rail at liberals for advocating. Borrowing my 
opponent's metaphor, in this country we can eat 
as much ice cream as we like, without fear of 
the diet police. 
Perhaps it takes a crisis to create the condi-
tions needed to increase the turnout of voters 
to levels that will bring about a realignment. 
Over t he years, crisis has been one of the 
primary motivators of change in the American 
system of government. Waiting for a crisis 
makes some people uneasy, but has proved to 
be an effective system. 
It is always tempting so solve problems 
through structural reforms. Typically, however, 
these reforms prove either ill-conceived or un-
necessary. The Republicans shot themselves in 
the foot by limiting the president t o two terms 
in office. It is not inconceivable that they could 
do it again with Congress. If the voting public's 
appetite for structural change is so insat iable, 
I think public financing of elections will address 
the concerns of voters better than t erm-
limitations. Any change, however, should await 
clear and convincing evidence demonstrating 
that the need for change has arisen. 
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Movie Review 
Reversal of Fortune 
OVERTURNED 
By Kevin O'Leary 
Over the past decades, filmmakers have 
produced a good number of " courtroom" films. 
In movies like Inherit the Wind, To Kill a Mock-
ingbird, Twelve Angry Men, And Justice for All 
and The Verdict, directors have used the cour-
troom as a stage with a captive audience. The 
courtroom has been used as a truth-determining 
tool as well as a cloak for greater injustices. The 
success of "LA Law" and its television proge-
ny manifests the belief that the viewing au-
diences enjoy courtroom drama. 
There is, of course, a fiction that glosses over 
these films' treatment of the legal system. Most 
cases never get into the courtroom. The ma3ori-
ty of lawyers who call themselves "litigators" 
do not spend their days in court. The case is won 
or lost elsewhere. To its credit, A Reversal of 
Fortune, a new film directed by Barbet Schroed-
er, takes the courtroom out of the picture and 
focuses on the stages of necessary preparation 
for the trial. 
Reversal of Fortune is a film about the trial 
and ultimate acquittal of Claus Von Bulow, a 
rich socialite (played by Jeremy Irons) who was 
accusd by hls ·stepchildren · of attempting to 
murder his wife, Sunny Von Bulow (played by 
Glenn Close). Sunny lapsed into a coma after 
she allegedly received several near-lethal injec-
tions of insulin. After Claus is convicted in his 
trial, he enlists the aid of Harvard Law profes-
sor Alan Dershowitz (Ron Silver) who assembles 
a team of students and colleagues to aid in 
Claus' appeal. The film follows the preparation 
of the case while it looks back at the Von 
Bulows' life together through the memory of 
Sunny, who is lost in a coma. - -- - , 
Although the acting in this film is decent, 
Reversal of Fortune is disappointing. Critics 
have called it "a rich satire of the rich." Satire? 
I'd call it a snore. Is this film about how the le- · 
gal system screws the rich? No, it proves that 
money can buy you the very best defense. Does 
this movie serve as an "apology" for Claus? If 
so, why did it tell the story from Sunny's per-
spective? Perhaps this movie is about civil liber-
ties and the right to a fair trial, even if you are 
guilty. Still, there seems to be a lot more in-
teresting cases out there in the world of crimi-
nal procedure and a lot more interesting movies 
out there on the screens. 
Bob Dylan· Quote 
Of The Week 
"Patriotism is the last refuge 
to which a scoundrel clings. 
Steal a little and they throw you in jail 
Steal alot and they make you king." 
''Sweetheart Like You'' 
"Your Honor, I question the impartiality of this jury!" 
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New York Bar Exam· 
CONFIDENCE 
The key to confidence on the bar exam is 
PREPARATION 
• Preparation through the most clear and concise 
outlines available in bar review. 
• Preparation through instruction with the nation's 
leading bar review·1ecturers. 
• Preparation through more than 100 reconstructed New 
York Bar Exam essay questions, all with model answers, 
some which are graded and critiqued by New York attorneys. 
• Preparation through more than 1500 Multistate 
questions, all with model answers. (A simulated Multistate 
exam is computer graded.) 
• Preparation through the Q & A Clinic™, an exclusiye 
BAR/BRI service offering individualized answers to substan-
tive questions. There is no additional charge for this service. 
CONFIDENCE IS PREPARATION and last year more than 
4,500 students preparing for the New York Bar Exam took 





BAR REVIEW I 
® 
New York's Largest and Most Personalized Bar Review , . 
Master of Laws 
Boston University 
School of Law 
LL.M. Degree in Banking Law Studies 
A unique graduate program offering multi-disciplinary courses 
of study in American Banking Law Studies and in International 
Banking Law Studies. 
Tau~-~t by faculty of the Boston University School of Law, 
eminent banking law attorneys and management experts, these 
innovative programs provide an exceptional blend of intellec-
tual and practical education at one of the nation's best law 
schools. Covering the full range of advanced banking law 
subjects, the curriculum also includes courses specially 
developed to introduce lawyers to the economic and manage-
rial aspects of the U.S. and international financial services 
industries. 
These comprehensive LL.M. programs offer unparalleled edu-
cational opportunities for lawyers who wish to practice in 
these dynamic areas of specialization . 
Applications are now being accepted for full- or part-time 
enrollment in September 1991. 
For a catalogue containing detailed 
information and application forms , write: 
Graduate Program in Banking Law Studies 
Morin Center for Banking Law Studies 
Boston University School of Law 
765 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 
or call: 617/353-3023 
An equal oppor t unity, affirmative action insti t ution 
Farewell, Kevin! 
The editor-in-chief and the staff of The Alledger wish a fond fare-
well to Executive Editor Kevin O'Leary, who will be spending next 
semester in London. 
We will miss Kevin's insightful writing, his sound judgment, and-
most of all - his willingness to allow The Alledger to intrude on his 
home life for up to six hours at a time. Anyone who has spent even 
10 minutes with Mike Klein can appreciate Kevin's strength of 
character. 
Bon Voyage, Kev. See ya at graduation. 
HELP WANTED! 
Small-time, seldom-read law school newspaper seeks 
anyone with ninth-grade reading and writing skills to 
serve as executive editor. Cut-and-paste experience 
necessary. Must enjoy long hours, low pay, and the 
funny looks people give you when they find out you 
work here. Apply directly. 
